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HABITAT SHOWS C~~ ,-SON'S HUMANITY
"':t.

We asked Clemson s ~ nts at the b
w hy they decided to
:get inv.a/J:ved. Here's what tH'lt!~ said!
Cara Odom

Taylor Casey
I think it really
shows how diverse of a
campus Clemson is like
we can also like get really
excited for our football
team but also give back at
the same time and it just
like says a lot about the
campus in general.

I think Habitat for
Humanity is incredible thing
like to bless a family and it's just
incredible to see all the progress
because I've um worked on it
before the walls were even up
so it's just crazy to see how far
it's come because I've never,
it's definitely an eye opening
experience because I've never
seen a house being built from
this close but yeah it's just an
incredible opportunity for a
family to get this.

I worked on the house
from last year and like saw like
the ending stages of that so I'm
excited to see this one all the way
through and see it at the end .
I think it says how caring
and loving we truly are. We really
do care about other people and
we bring like something so kind
into a week that can be like about
more materialistic things and we
like make it about something
helping.

I got involved because I
had always heard about the Habitat
House and so I'm not like actually in
like the club but I still Tike volunteer
with the house because I think it's
a really cool thing that we do here
and it's a really cool tradition that
Clemson has and I wanted to be a
part of it.
This is like my fourth hour
but I did it last year too and I really
loved it last year and I've told all my
friends it's such a good way to get
involved and get some community
service hours if you need them.

Courtney Conger
I think it's a
way to give back to
the community and I
don't know also kind
of like Clemson people
coming together it's like a
community project.

Clemson isn't the problem, but it's not the solution:
A Q&A on race at Clemson with Sherman Jones
The Tiger News sat
down with student leader
Sherman Jones, a junior
Computer Science major, to
discuss his work on campus,
race relations, and what it's
like to be a person of color
at Clemson. Jones was a
key leader in last semester's
protest at Sikes Hall.
The Tiger News (TTN}: So
tell us a little about yourself.

Adam Luthman
Contributor
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populations have dropped as
much as 95% in some areas,
while the overall species
Generally,
people population has declined nearly
consider cancer to be a terrible 80% in the last two decades.
diagnosis for any human, one The loss of such a significant
typically accompanied by a portion of the population
grueling course of radiation on Tasmania generates what
and chemotherapy treatments. is known as a "population
However, we don't often bottleneck", where so few
think about animals having organisms survive to reproduce
cancer, and we definitely that the gene pool available to
wouldn't categorize cancer the species is severely limited.
alongside infectious diseases This limitation has driven the
such as influenza, pneumonia species into endangerment,
genetically-similar
or strep throat. Bur a recent yielding
populations
which are highly
publication
in
Nature
Communications by Andrew susceptible to the spread
Storfer and colleagues is ofDFTD.
challenging these general
With all the bad news
Tasmanian
conceptions about the origins surrounding
and characteristics of cancer in devils and DFTD, the recent
a very unlikely organism: the discoveries of Andrew Storfer
Tasmanian devil.
may come as a welcome relief.
The Tasmanian devil is By comparing genetic profiles
a highly social and aggressive of modern devil populations
marsupial which exclusively with those that existed before
of the outbreak of DFTD,
inhabits
the
island
Tasmania off rhe southeast Storfer identified seven genes
coast of Australia. You might that differed in the modern
remember the Looney Tunes survivors, five of which are
character "Taz", a Tasmanian "related to cancer or immune
devil with ferocious tendencies function in other mammals."
and incredible energy. This The observed changes suggest
cartoon characterization of that the devils are developing
the species proves reasonably a genetic resistance to DFTD,
accurate; a significant portion enhancing their · immune
of social interactions between system's ability to recognize
devils involve physical contact, and target cancers caused by
including bites and even DFTD. The impressive twenty
combat. Unfortunately, the year response time to the
aggressive social tendencies of epidemic of DFTD is likely
Tasmanian devils have resulted due to the ease of transmission
the
near
100%
in rapid population declines and
due to the recent development fatality rate, both of which
of a transmissible form contributed ro the substantial
population bottleneck. As
of cancer.
isolated
mammals
First recorded in 1996, these
significant
devil facial tumor disease experience
(DFTD) was identified as a environmental
pressures,
communicable form of cancer, they present a system for the
transmitted during the species' observation of evolution and
aggressive social interactions. Darwinian natural selection in
Thus, the natural behavior of the wild, a system which could
the species has helped DFTD deepen our understanding
spread across Tasmania. Recent · of
a
fundamental
numbers show rhat regional biological process.

Sherman Jones (SJ): I'm a
third year, computer science
major. I'm double minoring in
Spanish and communications,
and I'm trying to maintain
rhe best-rounded education
I can ger here at Clemson-I
figured that's best way ro do
it. I'm from Columbia, South
Carolina, I went ro Ridgeview
High School-Go Blazers and
now I'm here.
Computer Science 1s
kind of 'eh,' I mean it's alright.
Having a computer science
degree does not necessarily
mean that you have to get
a computer science job.
It's a very critical thinking,
analytical,
problem-solving
degree and you can do a lot
of things with a computer
science degree, so that's why
I decided to pursue it. It's
not as time-consuming as
an engineering degree could
be, or a biology degree or
anything like that, so I can be
an Resident Assistant, and I
can be a PDF (, and I can be
a tutor in the ASC, and I can
be in multiple organizations
because I'm not spending 1000
hours in a lab or anything,
you know.
TTN: How did you decide to
come to Clemson?

SJ: The famous rivalry never
got to me. I was born in
Atlanta, spent the first 11 or

12 years of my life there. And
so when I was in Columbia,
everyone was like I'm going to
USC or I'm going to Clemson.
And then I went ro a track
camp here the summer before
my junior year. I fell in love
with Clemson at that track
camp ... and I was like, I think
that [Clemson] may be the
right move. And I was right.
TIN: Do you still feel that
passion for Clemson today?

SJ: No I think I have a much
stronger passion for Clemson.
Because I'm actually tied to
it. A track camp is a track
camp, now that I'm actually
here.
Now that I'm a
part
of
the
Clemson
community, I feel like that
passion is a lot deeper, it hits
home-but this is home.
This is what I call home. And
now that I'm involved and
actually being affected by the
things that Clemson does, that
passion has to run stronger.
TTN: For a person of
color, what is like being at
Clemson?
SJ: Oh-well, there's a
difference between a person of
color on campus, and an aware
person of color on campus.
Here at Clemson specifically,
it gets kind of difficult pretty
quickly, once you've realized
the difference in treatment of
the people of color on campus,
as opposed to how you get
treated everywhere else, and
students of non-color.
It gets frustrating. To
say the least. Especially with
the stuff about Harambe-I
don't why that's still a thing.
Students are using Harambe to
undermine the experiences and
struggles of people of color.
Because he was a gorilla, and
he got shot, that was unfair
and that mirrors the 800 plus

·

people who have been killed
by police. And that's why
I'm totally fed up with the
Harambe movement. I don't
know if you heard, there were
white kids, high school age
riding around in a pick up
trunk yelling n*****, yelling
"go home", just racist, crazy
s*** like that. And I'm just like
Damn, is it 1962?We reported
to the dean of students, to
the police, and now they can't
come on campus . ..
There are also those
microgressions we feel, like
fear of being stopped. People
of color have to bide, we have
to take a hit, take a hit and
take a hit, because these hits
aren't big enough to react to
until at a certain point, there
is so much frustration that we
need an outlet. [That outlet]
gives you an opportunity
for you to process, an
opportunity for you to vent
and get these things off your
chest. That's why we still do
the talks at Sikes. But really
. . . it's just like damn I'm a
Clemson student, and I'm
trying to get a Clemson degtee
and damn, Clemson has some
shit to work on.
TIN: Do you :find that these
incidents extend more &om
the surround community,
like the teenagers in the
pick-ups, or Clemson's own
campus?

SJ: People are socialized, and
their behaviors and beliefs get
imprints on you very early,
and following those beliefs and
behavior gets you rewarded,
right? If you stray from those
beliefs and behaviors, you can
either be rewarded by a third
party, or reprimanded by
the first party that socialized
you . . . Socialization brings
people to Clemson thinking
that certain things are okay

because they have never been
able to open their mind.
And, Clemson right now,
as an institution, doesn't do
a great job of telling people
those things are not okay ...
Clemson isn't the cause of the
problems, but they are not the
cause of the solutions either.
TTN: How do you feel about
Milo Yiannopoulous's visit
come Tuesday and what is
your plan for when he comes?

SJ: I . . . I will be in class.
I've heard about this Milo
character, and some of the
things he said, and there's a lot
of bigotry coming from over
there, but I'm not going to
be too pressed about it about
it because this election is a lot
bigger than this Milo character.
I'm very anxious to see the
climate of our campus come
November 8 and Novemebr 9.
These events, like Milo,
happen on our campus all
the time. It's just not that big
of a deal. But speakers can
come from any corner of the
world and speak to Clemson
students, but usually at events
like that-even on the Hip
side, on the more liberal
side, or whatever you want
to call it-usually just end
up being preach to the choir
events. He [Milo] is just going
to spit a bunch of things
that he believes, and then
people who believe the same
things are just going to yell
back "yeah!" Okay-thanks
for
changing
absolutely
nothing. Thanks for trying
to start a riot, but it's not
going to happen. Really,
it's just going to spark the
bigoted ideas that people
already have, and then people
are just going to think that
that it is okay [to think
in that way]. But it's not.
It's not okay.

Sherman Jones (center} with other leadership ofthe Sikes Sit In, which aimed to address and improve race relations at Clemson.
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Highlighting the corruption behind the fast food giant's tomato production
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Todd May
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On November 19, 2007,
Lucas Mariano Domingo,
an undocumented worker,
broke out of the box truck in
which he was being held in
slavery for a tomato-picking
operation
in
southern
Florida. As a slave, he had
been beaten numerous times
and forced to work under
threat of more beatings and
even death. He alerted the
police, and the slave-trading
operation was eventually
uncovered and dismantled.
Tomato pickers Abraham
Candelario and Francisca
Herrera have a different
story, one that begins with
hope. Several years ago, they
were preparing to welcome
their first child, Carlos,
into the world. However, he
arrived with neither arms nor
legs. Carlos is one of many
babies born co Florida's

tomato pickers char suffers
from a severe deformity.
Birth defects were a regular
occurrence, linked co che
toxic chemicals that were
sprayed on the tomato fields
where the pickers worked.
These stories have rwo
things in common. The
first is their depiction of the
conditions many tomato
pickers in southern Florida
face, conditions that are also
characterized by stagnant
sub-poverty wages and a
history of the denial of basic
labor rights. The second
is that both practices slavery and che spraying of
certain toxic chemicals as well as the ochers were
ended in large part by the
efforts of a single group:
The Coalition of Immokalee
Workers. The Coalition,
an organization of and for
southern Florida's tomato
pickers, has been recognized
nationally for its work
improving the livelihoods of

a population that is among
the most marginalized in
the country. It has succeeded
in
introducing
reforms
that have changed the
conditions faced by these
farm workers. Its Fair Food
Program,
which
among
ocher things has created
codes of conduct to reduce
forced labor, sexual assault
and other abusive practices,
has been signed on to by
numerous supermarkets and
chain restaurants.
And this is where
Wendy's comes in. Rather
than signing on to the Fair
Food Program, Wendy's,
alone among the five major
fast food companies, has
decided to abandon Florida
alcogecher and import its
tomatoes from farms in
Mexico that engage in many
of the same practices that
were successfully eliminated
by the CIW in southern
Florida. For instance, they
p~rchase tomatoes from

Bioparques de Occidente, an
operation that was recently
raided and prosecuted by the
Mexican government because
of the subhuman conditions
under which its workers were
toiling. As a result, for only
the second time in its nearly
twenty-five year history, the
CIW has called for a boycott.
It is asking people not to eat
at Wendy's until it signs on
to the Fair Food Program.
This is not a matter
that is distant from us here
in Clemson. I recently
confirmed with local Wendy's
management that both the
Wendy's at Schilletter and
on 123 obtain their tomatoes
through the national chain
and are therefore complicit
in these. Every burger, order
of french fries and drink
that is ordered at Wendy's
serves the cause of injustice
toward one of the most
vulnerable groups of workers
in our country. Or, to put
the point more positively,

every time one of us forgoes
the temptation for a Wendy's
burger (or even better - a
salad!) in order to buy from
Burger King or McDonald's,
we are acting in support of
those farm workers.
The
conditions
of
tomato pickers, like those
of many people who work
in our agricultural fields, are
difficult even in the best of
times. Boycotting Wendy's at
this moment will show them
that we value their work and
stand with them in their
struggle to bring justice to
the tomato fields. It is a small
enough sacrifice for each of
us to make, but if we make it
together we can contribute to
the betterment ofsome of our
hardest working and most
vulnerable men and women
as well as to the health and
well-being of their children.
For more information
on the boycott, you can visit
the website www.boycott-
wendys.org.
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Does the iPhone 7 live up to the hype?
---Reviewing Apple's 'latest and greatest smartphone'
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Ir's definitely not news
to you that the iPhone 7
was released by Apple a few
weeks ago. No iPhone launch
ever goes without heavy press
coverage, more than likely
due to Apple's title as the
world's most valuable brand.
However, each year many
consumers ask whether or
not it's worth the upgrade,
especially this year as Apple
removed
the headphone
jack. As an early adopter of
the latest and greatest Apple
smartphone, I've found that
it's well worth the purchase
in most cases.
Here's why.
It should be no surprise
that the iPhone 7 is faster
than its predecessor. Any new
device should pack in more
speed and power than the
generation before it. I came

from an iPhone 6 Plus, and
I could immediately tell an
increase in responsiveness
with simple everyday tasks .
Apps launch faster. Touch ID
reads your fingerprint with
one quick touch. Files and
apps download quicker. In
general, the improvements to
performance should be pretty
noticeable for anyone that
has an iPhone 6 or older.
Consumers also use their
smartphones for listening to
music. For some people, this
is their primary streaming and
playback device. The iPhone
has essentially cannibalized
the iPod lineup that Apple
still offers more than 15 years
after its initial launch. The
most controversial part of
the iPhone 7 is that Apple
removed the headphone jack.
Many people cook to social
media to rant about this
unwelcome change, however,
it's simply nothing to worry

about. Believe it or not,
there are four solutions to
this issue.
First, Apple provides
a small lightning port to
3.5mm
headphone
jack
adapter with every iPhone 7
for free. That way you can still
use your existing headphones,
speakers or other accessories
that have not upgraded from
the century old headphone
jack to Lightning technology.
Second, Apple provides a
brand new set of EarPods
in the box that connect via
Lightning. I think it's simple:
just use those. And if you
want to quickly embrace
what the future is moving
towards, you can either
use your existing wireless
headphones or purchase
Apple's new AirPods, which
are wireless versions of their
classic white EarPods and go
on sale later this month for a
steep $159. Either way you

choose to listen to music, it's
not that big of a deal.
Another
important
feature of the iPhone 7 is
the IP67 water and dust
resistance certification. This
means that you can drop your
phone into a pool, toilet, sink
or puddle and so long as you
remove it within 30 minutes,
it'll be completely fine. While
Apple does not claim that
the phone is waterproof,
half an hour should be more
than enough time for you to
retrieve your iPhone from
wherever it shouldn't be.
Overall, if you own an
iPhone 6 or older, I believe
that it is well worth the
upgrade if you care about
speed, performance and a few
of these other fearures. I can
definitely tell a difference in
battery life with the larger
battery (on average, I get
another rwo co three hours
of time per charge), audio

HAVE AN OPINION? WANT TO SHARE

volume with the stereo
speakers (I compared them
to my previous iPhone and
they're definitely louder)
and photo quality with the
new camera system (which
includes a second camera
that allows for better optical
zoom if you purchase the
5.5'' Plus model). For those
of you love taking selfies or
adore Snapchat, the front
facing camera is also new
and improved.
If you're not upset
with the performance of
your existing iPhone, or
you're satisfied using your
complicated and lackluster
Android, the iPhone 7
may be a product for you
to skip. But I think if you
choose to upgrade you won't
be disappointed by the
significant
improvements
that Apple has packed
into
their
latest
and
greatest smartphone.
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Fonner Clemson coach Tommy Bowden was instrumental in setting up the success ofthe Tigers.

Born
on
July
10,
Tommy
1954, young
was destined to be involved
in the game of football. His
father, Bobby Bowden, was a
legendary coach at Florida State
University and his brother, Terry
Bowden, currently coaches at the
University ofAkron.
Bowden went to college at
West Virginia where he played
wide receiver from 1972-76.
After
graduating,
Bowden
worked as an assistant coach
at Alabama, Auburn, Eastern
Carolina, Duke and even under
his father at Florida Stare. In
1997, he was hired as the head
coach ofthe Tulane Green Wave.
He served as head coach at
Tulane for just two seasons
because he was hired by Clemson
afi:er the 1998 season. Bowden's
Tulane ream had a perfect '98
season at 12-0. Tulane finished
in the top 10, but was lefi: our
of consideration for a top bowl
because the bowl committee felt
Tulane didn't have a legitimate
enough schedule.
That success led to
Bowden's hiring at Oemson.

Bowden's overall record was 7245, and Clemson participated
in a bowl every year except for
in 2004 due co a ream fight
with rival South Carolina. Even
with these accomplishments,
Clemson fans weren't happy
with him because the Tigers
never won an ACC Title.
Parr of his failures to win
that elusive ACC cbarnpionship
was because his own father
coached division rival Florida
State. Every year the Tigers
would play the Seminoles,
dubbed the Bowden Bowl, and
Tommy usually lose to Bobby.
That rends to happen when
your dad is the all-time NCAA
football wins leader and has two
national championships under
his belt.
When
asked
which
Bowden Bowl was his favorite
he said he enjoyed his very first
one. "[It) would probably be
the first one [in 1999]. The
first one I enjoyed even though
we lost. They were No. 1 in the
nation, they won the national
championship chat year, and
they had a Heisman Trophy
candidate
[Chris
Weinke
won the award a year lacer).
Pretty much like [2013) when

Florida Stare and Oemson
played [the Seminoles routed
Clemson 51-14]."
Favored co win the ACC in
2008, the Tigers struggled our of
the gate going 3-3 in the first six
games. Bowden was paid $3.5
million to buyout his contract.
Dabo Swinney rook over as
interim head coach and remains
there today.
Bowden actually recruited
Swinney co be the wide receivers
coach at Clemson because he
coached him when Swinney
played at Alabama. 'Well, you
know, I thought he [Dabo) had
all the intangibles to be a good
head coach. He's a good people
person,
excellent
recruirer,
he does a good job with staff
management. Excellent family

life.
So I thought he had all the
ingredients. It was just a matter
of rime before he did it, either at
Clemson or somewhere else."
Bowden may never have been
the greatest coach at Clemson,
bur he set the Tigers up for the
success they have now. He was
the one to bring Dabo back to
football and make sure he came
to Clemson. The program has
him to thank for char.

Clemson women's
basketball season outlook
Cole Little

Senior StajJWriter
The fall of 2016 marks a
new beginning for Clemson's
women's
basketball
team.
Coming off a difficult season,
in which they went 4-24 overall
and 0-15 in conference play, the
Tigers are looking to rebound
chis year.
The 2015-16 campaign
was a rebuilding season of sores
for the Tigers, as there were zero
seniors and only one junior on
the roster. Now, Clemson is
much older and wiser and sec to
make some noise in the ACC in
the 2016-17 season.
With head coach Audra
Smith entering her fourth year
at the helm of the program, this
upcoming season is a pivotal
one for the Tigers, who have not
received a berth in the NCAA
Tournament since 2002. Several
players have transferred from
Clemson in recent years, which

is understandable for a team
undergoing a culture change.
The tide, though, seems to
have settled at the onset of chis
season.
A new beginning, both
literally and figuratively, the fall
of 2016 brings with it much
promise and much change for
the Tigers. With the Littlejohn
Coliseum renovations finished
and the basketball offices just
recently being transferred to
the swanky Swann Pavilion
that adjoins Littlejohn, the new
digs are symbolic of this new
beginning for the Tigers.
Clemson
opened
up
preseason practice last week and
will open up play at the end of
the month with an exhibition
game at home against the West
Alabama Tigers.
Led by junior wing player
Nelly Perry, who averaged 14.3
points per game last season, and
sophomore point guard Danielle
Edwards, who is coming off a

solid freshman season that saw
her amass 84 assists, Clemson is
in good hands this year.
The ACC, as always,
is predicted to be very deep
and very competitive chis
season, so the Tigers will have
their work cut out for them
once conference play begins.
However, Clemson should look
to utilize non-conference play
to settle into a rhythm and set
the stage for a much-improved
performance in conference play.
Last season was rough,
bur it was part of the rebuilding
process and assuredly served as a
vital learning experience for the
players. With hotshot forward
Kobi Thornton, a freshman out
of Cuthbert, Georgia, joining
the ranks, as well as three other
talented freshman, Clemson
boasts plenty of depth and skill
chis year.
With four of its first five
regular season games taking
place at home, Clemson should

ACC POWER RANKINGS
Cole Little

Senior StaffWriter
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1. Clemson Tigers: 6-0 (30) 0
Clemson's domination of
Boston College was impressive
and confirmed that the Tigers
are the best in the ACC right
now.
2. Louisville Cardinals: 4-1
(2-1) 0
Louisville spent its Week 6
bye recuperating from the epic
showdown with Clemson from
the weekend prior.
3. Florida State Seminoles
4-2 (1-2) +2
Despite their struggles in
recent weeks, the Seminoles
were able to pull off a hard
fought road victory over the No.
10 Miami Hurricanes, marking
FSU's seventh straight win over
the Hurricanes.
4. Miami Hurricanes: 4-1
(1-1) -1
If nor for a blocked extra
point by Florida Stare, Miami
might have beaten the 'Noles
and entered the national
championship discussion. The
Hurricanes' College Football
Playoff hopes are not dead yet,
though.
5. Vu:ginia Tech Hokies: 4-1
(2-0) +2

In

perhaps the most
shocking outcome of the ACC
slate thus far chis season, the
Hokies destroyed the Tar Heels
on Saturday, proving that they
are legitimate conference title
contenders.
6. North
Carolina Tar
Heels: 4-2 (2-1) -2
The Tar Heels' outside
shot at a College Football Playoff
berth imploded when UNC
scored a measly three points at
home against Virginia Tech this
past weekend.

7.

Pittsburgh Panthers: 4-2

(1-1) -1
Pirc won a high-scoring
home affair against Georgia
Tech on Saturday, but the
Panthers have yet co collect any
significant victories.
8. North
Carolina
State Wolfpack: 4-1 (1-0) +l
NC Scace overcame horrific
weather conditions to win a
grueling Week 6 matchup at
home against Notre Dame.
The Wolfpack has been fairly
unpredictable so far, but its
defense seems to be improving
with each game.
9. Georgia Tech Yellow
Jackets: 3-3 (1-3) -1
None ofthe Yellow Jackers'
losses are bad, bur, nonetheless,
Georgia Tecb has been a bit ofa

disappointment chis season.
10. Wake Forest Demon
Deacons: 5-1 (2-1) 0
Wake Forest has definitely
been the surprise of the ACC so
far, but its schedule through the
first half of the regular season has
been a cakewalk.
11. Boston College Eagles:
3-3 (0-3) 0
The Eagles were destroyed
by the Tigers last Friday and will
likely continue to struggle for the
remainder of the season.
12. Syracuse Orange: 2-4 (02) 0
It might be awhile before
Syracuse is relevant in ACC
football.
13. Vrrgin.ia Cavaliers: 2-3 (I
O) 0
During its Week 6 bye,
UVA
assuredly
relished
its first (and probably last)
conference win of the season
from Week 5.
14. Duke Blu~ Devils: 3-3 (02) 0
A week removed from a
woeful defensive performance in
a loss at home to Virginia, Duke
barely won an ugly affair against
Army. It is still baffling as to how
Duke beat Notre Dame in what
will definitely be the signature
win of the Blue Devils' less than
stellar 2016 season.

expect to start the season off on
a high note before transitioning
into the team's first real test,
the Puerto Rico Classic. The
tournament, which was recently
relocated to Las Vegas over
Zika concerns in Puerto Rico,
will serve as a lace November
challenge for the Tigers.
All in all, the upcoming
season should feature a high
level of excitement from the
Tigers, who are primed to show
plenty of improvement from
last season and make an impact
in the ACC.
Coach Smith and her staff
have recruited well in recent
years, helping to rejuvenate
the program and establish
a bright future for it. The
Tigers are still young, bur as the
roster's experience grows, the
wins will begin to accumulate.
With that being said, this season
is a fresh start for the Tigers,
and plenty of winning is on the
horizon.

Clen1son ln1pact Players
Young players leaving their niark
Cole Little

Senior Staff Writer
The Clemson Tigers
have been clicking on all
cylinders as oflare on offense
and have also experienced
their fair share of success on
the defensive end. Alchough
the usual suspects have been
the driving forces behind the
Tigers' recent stellar play,
several underrated impact
players have served as
valuable contributors, too.
True freshman wide
our Cornell Powell has
been forced to gradually
earn more playing time as
the season has progressed,
simply because of the
incredible depth and skill
chat the Tigers boast at
the wide receiver position.
Powell has come on strong
in recent weeks, hauling in
five pivotal catches for 44
yards against the Georgia
Tech Yellow Jackets.
With size, speed and
great hands, Powell will
almost certainly develop
into one of the Tigers' top
receivers in rhe near future.

On the defensive side
of the ball, senior defensive
tackle Score Pagano has
been a force to be reckoned
with in the backfield in
the past few games. In
Clemson's macchup with
the Boston College Eagles,
Pagano accrued four tackles,
including one for a loss.
Redshirt
freshman
defensive end Clelin Ferrell
has also continued to wreak
havoc in the pass rushing
department, picking up six
tackles in the game versus
the Louisville Cardinals.
In
the
Clemson
secondary,
sophomore
cornerback Mark Fields has
been playing very effectively
in the defensive secondary
throughout the season. In
Clemson's Week 6 romp
of Boston College, Fields
collected his first career
interception. Additionally,
sophomore
safety
Van
Smith has maintained his
high level of play, picking
up eight solo tackles against
rhe Eagles.
With a frenetic playing
style, Smith has been

excellent at roaming the
field and coming up with
key tackles.
Phenomenal freshman
running back Tavien Feaster
is quickly bursting onto the
scene. His electrifying 45
yard run against BC was
perhaps the biggest play
of his budding collegiate
career, and it showcased
just how beascly he is
coming out of the backfield.
Furthermore, Feaster has
been a valuable commodity
in the return game since this
season's inception.
All in all, the Tigers
are teeming with amazing
talent, and the names
listed from top to bottom
of the depth chart are
jaw-dropping.
Of
course,
rhe
superstars,
such
as
quarterback
Deshaun
Watson
and
defensive
tackle Christian Wilkins,
are the primary factors
behind Clemson's success,
bur the impact players are
invaluable members on the
Tigers' quest for a national
championship.
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Leave us alone•:
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Cle,nson student refuses to be
beaten by KKK harass1nent

Photos and story by
Mollie Maglich
Contributor
"I try to give people
benefit of the doubt because I
assumed they were drunk and
feeling that liquid courage,
but that doesn't excuse their
behavior," Senior Nia Monet
Avila says about the incident
that happened outside Holmes
and McCabe last week.
All students
received
an email this past Monday
explaining how on multiple
occasions over the past week,
Clemson students have been
subjected to "racial slurs and
other inappropriate conduct"
while walking around campus.
Nia was standing near the
Holmes courtyard when a
white pickup truck drove past
Nia and her friends when the
passengers yelled, "Black lives
don't matter!"
"I mean, I already knew
how people felt about black
lives so I wasn't really surprised
by their message," Nia said of

the incident. The same pickup
truck drove by a second time
in silence, but. the third time,
sped by and the passengers
"screamed at us 'Go home!' and
'f"*k you n****rs!"'
Nia is a beacon for equal
rights. She serves as an activist
for multiple civil rights groups,
telling the Tiger that, 'Tm really
into social justice and feminism
and learning about ways that we
can make our society more just
and equitable for all people."
Last year she participated in
the Sikes Sit In which brought
multiple people together to
protest the racism which many
feel is still very much present in
Clemson's university culture.
She also served as a Peer
Dialogue Facilitator. Clemson
Peer Dialogue, better known
as the Community Dialogue,
is a CUlO00 course every
freshman and transfer student
has to attend during their
first year at Clemson. There
new students learn about
being respectful of people's
differences and accepting one

another's diverse ongms and
beliefs. "Through that position
I learned about different social
issues that affect people of
color, women, LGBTQ folks,
people with disabilities, the
working class and different
marginalized groups."
She currently works as
an Interpersonal Violence
Prevention Intern in the Office
of Access and Equity. In this
position Nia works on ways to
prevent sexual and relationship
violence and on developing
coping mechanisms for those
who have been affected by such
misconduct.
Nia was a counselor at
· the Clemson Summer Scholar
program I attended my
freshman year of high school
and I can attest personally to
her ability to inspire a group of
people. Even three years later
I remember her glorifying the
diversity of herself and those
around her. Nia is a psychology
major from New York who
loves to nap, eat ice cream and
color in her coloring book, and
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she and all the other different
racial communities here at
Clemson deserve much more
than to be the subjects of some
heinous person's racist and
discriminatory remarks.
What these people who
spread hate forget is that we are
all human beings. Though we
may have different interests or
come from different places, we
all are emotional people who
are here to get an education.
Therefore when you target any
minority with hateful words,
slander and so forth you should
be aware that you are hurting
real people. Honesty, integrity
and respect are Clemson's
CORE values and are what
every Clemson student should
hold themselves accountable
to embody.
We are all here for one
reason and that is to get an
education, and if we could all
be respectful of one other that
would be a lot easier. As Nia
says, "I'm just trying to get this
degree, man. I wish y'all would
leave us alone."
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